
GOOD NEWS CLUB AGENDA 

       CHRISTMAS – Penny and the Christmas Star 

WEEK OF: 

MAIN TRUTH: What will you give to Jesus?

TO DO AS THE CHILDREN ARRIVE: 
1. Greet the children; make them feel welcome.
2. Take attendance.
3. Listen to previous week’s memory verse.
4. Have children put money in missions bank.
5. Collect coin holder.

PRE-SESSION ACTIVITY: 
1. OLDER CHILD: “Another Puzzle Pleaser”
2. YOUNGER CHILD: Christmas Activity Sheet

SONG: (2 minutes) _____________________________________ 

PRAYER: (4 minutes) 
1. Prayer song:
2. Ask the children to share any “Thank You Prayers” or “Please Prayers” they have.
3. Lead the class in “Thank You” and “Please Prayers.”

MEMORY VERSE: (9 minutes) 
Romans 12:1 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service.” 
(The underlined portion of the verse indicates what the younger children should memorize.) 

“Motions” – After reading the verse from your Bible, explaining what it means, and repeating it at 
least two times, you may begin this drill. Use motions as follows: I beseech you therefore, – 
Clasp hands together as if pleading; brethren, – Hold hands over heart indicating believers; by 
the mercies of God, – Point up to Heaven; that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, – 
Take one step forward; holy, acceptable unto God, – Pretend to grasp something in front and 
set it to one side; which is your reasonable service – Shake head up and down as in saying 
“yes.” 

CHRISTMAS HYMN: (3 minutes) _____________________________________ 

BIBLE LESSON: (20 minutes) 
CHRISTMAS – Penny and the Christmas Star 
(See “Involvement Helps for Younger Children” for ways to involve the children in the Bible 
lesson.) 

COUNSEL TIME: (If you have a helper, hostess, or Teacher Junior Grade, let them do the review time 
while you counsel those who responded to the invitation. Otherwise, at the end of club, be sure to remind the 
children who responded to the invitation to stay after club for a few minutes.) 

NOTE FROM CEF STATE 
HEADQUARTERS 

Please be sure to spend quality 
time teaching the narrative of 
the true Christmas story.  This 
may be the only time some of 
our students hear this message. 
It is our goal that the focus 
remains more on the biblical 
account and less on Penny's 
dream. 



E.O.T.O.: (5 minutes) Demonstrate to the children how to use the E.O.T.O., “They Followed the Star.” 
Encourage the children to use this witnessing tool with a friend who needs to know about Jesus. 

QUIET TIME NOTEBOOK: (3 minute) Briefly highlight what was learned from last week’s Quiet Time. 
Ask the children to do one per day before the next club. Remind them that they must show you their Q.T. 
Notebook next week to receive points. 

MISSIONARY TIME: (8 minutes) 
1. Pray for the missionary.
2. Show goal chart and mention the amount given so far.
3. Missions song:
4. Story: Ly Huy’s Escape. Teach the portion of the story listed under Week #11.

REVIEW ACTIVITY: (6 minutes) 
Use the activity below or the Bible Learning Game from the “Involvement Helps for Younger 
Children.” 

“Pretty Packages” – Color each package with a different color (or print colored version). (See 
attached pattern.) Use the same colors for the bows. Laminate them and back for the flannelboard. 
Divide your class into two teams. Place six of the packages on one side of the board for Teams #1 
and the other six packages on the other side of the board for Team #2. Place all 12 bows in a paper 
bag or turn them upside down on the table. When a child correctly answers a review question, he 
may choose a bow from the bag. If the bow is the same color as one of the packages on his team’s 
side of the board, he may place the bow on the package. If it is not, return the bow to the bag. The 
team with the most bows and matched packages wins the game. No flannelboard: Assign each team 
a table or a spot on the floor and lay out their packages there.   
– by Melissa Hess, Give & Take, November/December 1997, Modified

Review questions for Penny and the Christmas Star: 

1. What were Penny and Peter waiting for as they sat by the fireplace? (For mother to tell them
the true story from God’s Word about the first Christmas.)

2. Why did Mary and Joseph travel to the city of Bethlehem? (To be counted for the census)
3. Where did Mary and Joseph have to stay for the birth of Jesus? Why? (A stable, because

there was no room in the inn)
4. True or False: There was a nice, clean crib in the stable for Jesus. (False)
5. What is a manger? (The animals’ food dish)
6. Name at least two Bible characters that were part of the Christmas story. (Jesus, Mary,

Joseph, innkeeper, angels, shepherds, wisemen)
7. Name the three gifts that the wise men brought for Jesus. (Gold, frankincense, and myrrh.)
8. In Penny’s dream, what golden gift did the wise men suggest that she could give to

Jesus? (The love of a child’s heart.)
9. How did Penny’s mother explain what it means to give Jesus the love of your heart? (It

means giving Him your life.)
10. Why did God send His Son to earth as a Baby? (Because He loves you and me)

*COUNSEL TIME: (*Only if you did not counsel with the children earlier.)

SEND HOME WITH THE CHILDREN: 
1. Pre-session papers for older and younger child
2. Memory verse token/Take Time to Review
3. Quiet Time Notebook
4. E.O.T.O.: “They Followed the Star”
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PRE-SESSION, Older Child – CHRISTMAS – Penny and the Christmas Star

Another Puzzle Pleaser

Gayle Stahlman, Copyright © 1994 Child Evangelism Outreach Inc.



PRE-SESSION, Younger Child – CHRISTMAS – Penny and the Christmas Star

“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God,
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice . . . .”

Romans 12:1



MEMORY VERSE HELPS

CHRISTMAS – Penny and the Christmas Star

Romans 12:1 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.”
(The underlined portion of the verse indicates what the younger children should memorize.)

T USE the visual and let the children read the verse with you.

T READ the verse from your Bible while holding the visual so
the children can follow along.

T DO MOTIONS together with the children while you
EXPLAIN the verse as follows:

Romans 12:1
(Hands as an open Bible.)

“I beseech you therefore, brethren,”
(Clasp hands together as if pleading.
Hold hands over heart indicating
believers.)

“by the mercies of God,”
(Point up to Heaven.)

“that ye present your bodies a living
sacrifice,”

(Take one step forward.)

“holy, acceptable unto God,”
(Pretend to grasp something in front and
set it to one side.)

“which is your reasonable service.”
(Shake head up and down as in saying
“yes.”)

Romans 12:1
(Hands as an open Bible.)

– This is the address (where the verse is located in the
Bible). This verse is found in the book of Romans,
chapter 12, verse 7.

– The writer is asking, urging, those of us who are
members of God’s family, those who have placed their
trust in the Lord Jesus as their Saviour, to do
something very important.

– Mercy is something good that God gives us that we
don’t deserve. Did we deserve for God to send His
only Son, Jesus, to die on the cross to pay for our sins?
No!. Because He did that for us, there is something
that we should do for Him.

– God wants you to give your life as a sacrifice to Him.
That means that instead of doing what you want to do,
you do what God wants you to do.

– Holy means “set apart.” You’ll be different from
others. Instead of sinning and doing what you want.
You’ll choose what God wants.

– Presenting our bodies to God is the right thing to do. It
makes sense that you give your life to Him after all
that He has done for you.

– The book of Romans, chapter 12, verse 1.

T DRILL the verse with the activity listed on the Christmas – Penny and the Christmas Star Agenda. 

T TEST the children for their understanding of the verse.

What does God want you to “present” to Him?
How can you do that?
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INVOLVEMENT HELPS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
by Elizabeth Clark and Jen Walker

CHRISTMAS – Penny and the Christmas Star

MEMORY VERSE:  Shortened verse

Romans 12:1 – “I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a
living sacrifice . . . .”

Romans 12:1 – Hold hands as an open Bible.
“I beseech you therefore,” – Clasp hands together as if pleading.
“brethren,” – Hold hands over heart indicating believers.
“by the mercies of God,” – Point up to Heaven.
“that you present your bodies” – Take one step forward.
“a living sacrifice . . . .” – Wiggle arms and body.
Romans 12:1 – Hold hands as an open Bible.

BIBLE LESSON HELPS:

Under Page1, FC #3 – While saying, “God loves you” for “G,” point up to Heaven, then hug yourself,
then point to self.

Under Page1, FC #5 – At “O,” have children sign “Jesus” (middle finger of right hand touches palm of
left, and vice versa) while saying His name softly.

Under Page1, FC #10 – Repeat, “Gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”

Under Page 2 – At “S, PAU,” have children say, “Sin is anything that you think, say, or do that
makes God sad,” while pointing to head then mouth and then extending hands,
palms up.

Under Page 4 – Have children climb on camel.

Under Page 5 – At “P, E,” sing “You and Me:”
“You and Me, You and Me, Jesus died on the cross for you and me.
  You and Me, You and Me, Jesus died on the cross for you and me.
  You and Me, You and Me, Jesus came alive again for you and me.
  You and Me, You and Me, Jesus came alive again for you and me.”

Under Page 7 – Have children say, “Happy Birthday, Jesus!”

Under Page 9 – Have children point to eyes, ears, hands, lips and feet as they repeat them.

BIBLE LEARNING GAME:

Say, “God gave us the very first Christmas present by sending Jesus to earth to be born as a baby. So, let’s
clap our hands as we sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to Jesus. After singing ask, “If you have given your life to God,
what can you do to serve Him?”
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"Penny and the Christmas Star"
Memory Verse Tokens

I                   you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that ye

present your               a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1

Penny and the Christmas Star

bodies

beseech I                   you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that ye

present your               a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1

Penny and the Christmas Star

bodies

beseech

I                   you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that ye

present your               a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1

Penny and the Christmas Star

bodies

beseech I                   you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that ye

present your               a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1

Penny and the Christmas Star

bodies

beseech

I                   you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that ye

present your               a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1

Penny and the Christmas Star

bodies

beseech I                   you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that ye

present your               a living

sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,

which is your reasonable service.

Romans 12:1

Penny and the Christmas Star

bodies

beseech
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